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Ms. Coll. 105 
Hawley Family Papers, 
1689-1859: Guide 
 
COLLECTION SUMMARY 
Creator: Hawley family. 
Call Number: Ms. Coll. 105 
Extent: 2 folders (1 linear foot) 
Preferred Citation Style: Folder Title, Box Number #. Hawley Family Papers. State Library of 
Massachusetts Special Collections. 
About This Finding Aid: Description based on DACS.  
Processed by: Finding aid prepared by unknown processor, unknown date; updated by Abigail 
Cramer, August, 2012. 
Provenance: Donated by an unknown source on February 24, 1964. 
Abstract: This collection documents the Hawley family, specifically Joseph Hawley and his son, 
Joseph Hawley Clarke. Hawley was a Major in the Massachusetts militia and a prominent 
politician in Northampton, Massachusetts. 
 
SCOPE AND CONTENT 
This collection, originally titled “Extracts from dilapidated scrapbook, some pages blank,” contains 
miscellaneous pages from a 19
th
-Century scrapbook pasted on pages from an account book 
labeled “Ready Made Clothing manufactured by T. Bridgeman at Oak Hall, Main Street, 
Springfield.” It was given to the State Library on February 24, 1964 by an unknown source. The 
pages are numbered, but there are gaps in the numbering.  Some documents were at one time 
removed and gathered together under the title “Northampton,” but they have since been replaced 
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in their original order. The collection includes personal correspondence, receipts, and newspaper 
clippings. See the chronology at the end of this guide for a chronological list of the items in the 
collection. 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 
Joseph Hawley, for whom the town of Hawley, Massachusetts was named, was born in 1723 in 
Northampton, Massachusetts. He attended Yale and then Harvard with the intention of becoming 
a minister, but he decided instead to study law.  He served in the colonial militia and rose to the 
rank of major. He was a prominent figure in the town of Northampton and held many town offices. 
He was elected to the legislature between 1764 and 1776 (the exact date is unknown). An avid 
patriot, he was active in Massachusetts’ role in shaping the Declaration of Independence and was 
a friend of John Adams, James Otis, and John Hancock. According to the State Library’s card file 
of legislators, Hawley was elected to the Massachusetts Senate in 1780 but resigned in October 
of that year. In 1781 and 1782 he was elected in Convention but declined to serve.  He died in 
Northampton in 1788. The papers in this collection do not document his role as a civic leader but 
are only receipts and statements for bills and services.  Less is known about Joseph Hawley 
Clarke.  Born in 1742, he was adopted and educated by Joseph Hawley (according to the book 
Antiquities, Historicals and Graduates of Northampton by Solomon Clark, published in 1882). The 
Clarke family was one of the first to settle in Northampton. The receipts and papers in the 
collection suggest he served the town of Northampton in various capacities including as surveyor. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION 
Arrangement 
The papers are arranged their original order of the scrapbook from which the pages came. 
 
Conditions Governing Access 
This collection is open for research during the Special Collections Department’s regular hours. 
 
Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use 
Copyright restrictions may apply. Requests for permission to publish material from this collection 
should be discussed with Special Collections staff. 
 
Immediate Source of Acquisition 
Donated to the State Library on February 24, 1964, by an unknown source. 
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Languages and Scripts 
The materials are entirely in English. 
 
Container List 
Folder # Page # Description 
1 4 - 1779 Mr. Joseph Clarke receipt signed Simon Elliott 
- Address: to The Hon. James Otis, Esq. 
1 5 - May 16, 1767 - to pay executors of the will of William Pepperell signed 
Charles Pynchon;   
- May 13, 1816 - Samuel Henshaw note to allow Mr. Clarke to pick up 
merchandise from the schooner Nelson 
1 6 (verso) July 5, 1843 - To William Jenks from Edward Everett (London, 
England) 
Pages 7 and 8 missing 
1 9 June 19, 1766 - Appointment by Nathaniel Sparhawk of Joseph Halley as 
his attorney. Witnesses: James Bowdoin and Samuel S. Quincy 
1 10 - (verso) 1813 - Request to Capt. Philip White to join Col. Breck’s 
regiment by John Wood 
- (verso) Dec. 2, 1859 - Newspaper clipping “Surviving widows of the 
Revolution”      
1 11 Sept. 20, 1814 - Camp South Boston Orders of Brig. Gen. Maltby 
1 12 (verso)  undated - Newspaper clippings 
1 13 Oct. 28, 1814 - Camp South Boston orders for Lt. Col. Wm. Edwards 
1 14 (verso) 1853 - newspaper clipping: Memorials in Kings Chapel Burial 
Ground 
Pages 15 and 16 missing 
1 17 June 7, 179 [sic] - letter about shipment of pork signed Elisha Sigourney 
1 18 - 1791 - 3 receipts, Billings to E. Cook 
- 1752 - Joseph Hawley from Lydia Sawtelle Kellog 
- 1732 [or 1733] - Joseph Smith to E. Lewis 
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1 19 - 1807 - Subscribers of Northampton Artillery Co.; 12 signatures 
- 1809 - Northampton Artillery Co. Oliver Bridgeman agreement to pay 
the Commonwealth 
1 20 Nov. 1773 - Hampshire Court of General Session bill of costs signed 
Wm. Williams, clerk 
Pages 21 and 22 missing 
1 23 Blank account book page 
1 24 (verso) undated - Part of letter to Major Hawley from  Joseph Dwight 
1 24a 1754 - Worcester County Court summons and attachment on Nathan 
Waite of Hadley on the estate of Thomas Hapgood 
1 25 - 1778 – Northampton: bill from James Shaw to Consent James 
- 1719 – Boston: bill from James Morrill signed William Morrill 
Pages 26 through 32 missing 
1 33 1818 – Northampton; judgment against Rufus Pomeroy by John Taylor 
for failure to pay $14, to be sent to jail until paid 
1 34 (verso) 1773 - Hampshire County court judgment against Seth Tubbs for 
failure to pay back note from Daniel Hitchcock of Providence, Samuel 
Mather, judge 
Pages 35 through 42 missing 
1 43 - 1767 - note to buy land in Northampton from John Hancock and Martin 
Phelps by Joseph Hawley and Daniel Hitchcock 
- 1751 - payment to Joseph Hoar for jury duty Hampshire County; 
Joseph Hawley treasurer 
1 44 - 1751 - Hampshire County; appointment of Joseph Hawley as attorney 
for Samuel Snead 
- 1757 - Promissory note in Hampshire County to Jacob Karnor by 
Abraham Andruss 
Pages 45 and 46 missing 
1 47 1778 - Boston:  Joseph Clark bought from Board of War 12 firearms for 
the town of Southampton, signed Thomas Ivers, cashier 
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Pages 48 through 50 missing 
2 51 1824 - Selectmen of Northampton issue seller’s license to Joseph 
Hawley Clarke  
2 52 (verso) 1797 - appointment of Joseph Clarke, Asahel Pomeroy, and 
Isaac Clarke to inventory estate of Abner Barnard 
Pages 53 through 56 missing 
2 57 1817 - Receipt for 997 Spanish Orchids to Northampton by Joseph H. 
Clarke 
2 58 (verso) 1795 - letter to Edward Breck of Northampton from Sophy 
Whitney of  Brooklyn 
Pages 59 and 60 missing 
2 61 1807 - letter to Joseph Clark from William C. Ely in Washington 
Pages 62 through 68 missing 
2 69 - 1766 - note from John May to Daniel Hitchcock 
- 1770 - note from Benjamin [?] of Belchertown to John Gill of Hartford, 
CT. 
- 1761 - South Hadley letter to Major Hawley about discharging a note of 
Josiah Smith to Noah Goodman 
Pages 70 and 71 missing 
2 72 1778 - Elias Lyman due 15 pounds from the Town of Northampton for 
service in the Continental  Army, signed on the back “Gideon Alvord” 
Pages 73 and 74 missing 
2 75 - 1769 - Note of Nathaniel Loomis to Daniel Hitchcock 
- 1763 - Receipt from Lyman to Jeremy Condy 
- 1779 - Receipt from Joseph Clarke to Thomas Blanchard 
2 76 (verso) 1851 - newspaper clipping, review of “Epitaphs from Copp’s Hill” 
Pages 77 through 86 missing 
2 87 July 11, 1857 - Newspaper clipping,  Boston, Saturday, “Statue of 
General Warren” 
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2 88 - 1689 - Receipt from John Clark to Simeon Stoddard 
- 1695 - Northampton lot surveyed for Thomas Alvord 
Pages 89 and 90 missing 
2 91 - 1778 - Bill to Joseph Clarke from Thomas Newall of Boston 
- 1778 - Bill to Joseph Clarke from Hinkley and Kneeland of Boston 
2 92 (verso) undated - Bill to Joseph Clarke from Benjamin Brown 
2 93 - 1778 - Bill of  sale for rum for Joseph Clarke from Jonas C. Minot 
- undated - Bill of sale for rum from Samuel Barnett to Mr. Clarke 
2 93b (verso) 1808 - Hampshire County judgment against Alpheus Chapin 
Page 94 missing 
2 95 1813 - Boston: Orders to muster to Lt. Col. Breck from Col. Joseph 
Loring, Jr. of the 40th Regiment of Infantry 
2 96 (verso) undated - Inscriptions of Copp’s Hill Cemetery 
(verso) undated - “Harper’s Ferry Tragedy – Execution of Captain Brown” 
2 97 1811 - to Joseph Hawley Clarke road surveyor for the Town of 
Northampton from the Selectmen: list of roads to be repaired 
2 98 (verso) undated - three coats of arms: Rogor (sic) Clay, Hall, and Brinly 
2 blank 1746 - Receipt for county tax of Joseph Alvord, Constable of 
Northampton, signed by William Pynchon, County Treasurer 
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Documents in the Hawley Family Papers, Listed in Chronological Order 
 
Date Description Page # 
1689 Receipt from John Clark to Simeon Stoddard 88 
1695 Northampton lot surveyed for Thomas Alvord 88 
1719 Boston bill from James Morrill signed William Morrill 25 
1732[3] Joseph Smith to E. Lewis 18 
1746 Receipt for county tax of Joseph Alvord, Constable of Northampton blank 
1751 Payment to Joseph Hoar for jury duty Hampshire Co., Joseph Hawley 
treasurer 
43 
1751 Hampshire County: appointment of Joseph Hawley attorney for Samuel 
Snead 
44 
1752 Joseph Hawley from Lydia Sawtelle Kellog 18 
1754 Estate of Thomas Hapgood; summons to & attachment on Nathan 
Waite of Hadley 
24a 
1757 Promissory note to Jacob Karnor to Abraham Andruss in Hampshire 
County 
44 
1761 Letter to Major Hawley about discharging note of Josiah Smith to Noah 
Goodman 
69 
1763 Receipt from Lyman to Jeremy Condy 75 
1766 Appointment by Nathaniel Sparhawk of Joseph Halley (maybe 
Hawley?) of Northampton as his attorney 
9 
1766 Note from John May to Daniel Hitchcock 69 
1767 Receipt signed Charles Pynchon promising to pay a certain amount 5 
1767 Note to buy land in Northampton from John Hancock and Martin Phelps 
by Joseph Hawley 
43 
1769 Note of Nathaniel Loomis, Southampton, to Daniel Hitchcock 75 
1770 Note from Benjamin [?] of Belchertown to John Gill, Hartford, CT 69 
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1773 Hampshire. Court of General Sessions, Nov., 1773: Bill of cost 20 
1773 Hampshire County: judgment against Seth Tubbs for failure to pay note 
from Daniel Hitchcock 
34 
1778 Northampton: bill from James Shaw to Consent James 25 
1778 Boston: Joseph Clark bought 12 firearms for town of Southampton from 
Board of War 
47 
1778 Receipt to Elias Lyman for money due from Northampton for his service 
in Continental Army 
72 
1778 Bill to Joseph Clarke from Thomas Newall, Boston 91 
1778 Bill to Joseph Clarke from Hinkley and Kneeland, Boston 91 
1778 Bill of sale for rum purchased by Joseph Clarke from Jonas Minot, 
Boston 
93 
1779 Receipt to Joseph Clark-bought of Benj. Coolidge 57 steel 4 
1779 Receipt from Joseph Clarke to Thomas Blanchard 75 
1779 Bill of sale for rum from Sam Barrett 93 
1791 3 receipts, Billings to E. Cook 18 
1795 Letter to Edward Breck of Northampton 58 
1797 Appointment of Joseph Clarke et al. to inventory estate of Abner 
Barnard 
52 
179? Letter from Elisha Sigourney, Boston, re shipment of pork 17 
1807 Subscribers of Northampton Artillery Co. 12 signatures 19 
1807 Letter to Joseph Clark from William C. Ely, Washington 61 
1808 Hampshire County judgment against Alpheus Chapin 93b 
1809 Northampton Artillery Co. Oliver Bridgeman agreement to pay the 
Commonwealth 
19 
1811 To Joseph Hawley Clarke road surveyor, Northampton, from Selectmen 97 
1813 Letter of John Wood, Brookfield,  to Capt. Phillip White, asking to join 
Col. Breck’s regiment 
10 
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1813 Boston: Orders to muster to Lt. Col. Breck from Col. Joseph Loring of 
the 40th Regiment of Infantry 
95 
1814 From Camp South Boston. Brigade orders from Lt. Col. Wm. Edwards 13 
9/20/1814 From Camp South Boston. Order of Brig. Gen. Maltby re battalions of 
artillery 
11 
1816 Document signed Samuel Henshaw Mr. Clarke to pick up merchandise 
from Schooner Nelson 
5 
1817 Receipt for 997 Spanish orchids for delivery to Joseph Clarke 57 
1818 Northampton judgment against Rufus Pomeroy by John Taylor 33 
1824 Selectmen of Northampton issue seller’s license to Joseph Hawley 
Clarke 
51 
1843 Letter from Edward Everett to Wm. Jenks re Mr. Jenks’ passport 6 
1851 Newspaper clippings review of “Epitaphs from Copp’s Hill” 76 
1853 Newspaper clipping: Memorials in Kings Chapel Burial Ground 14 
1857 Newspaper clipping, Boston, “Statue of General Warren” 87 
1859 Newspaper clipping entitled “Surviving women of the Revolution” 10 
undated Address: to The Hon. James Otis, Esq. 4 
undated Newspaper clippings 12 
undated Part of a letter from Joseph Dwight to Major Hawley 24 
undated Bill to Joseph Clarke from Benjamin Brown 92 
undated Newspaper clipping: Inscriptions of Copp’s Hill Cemetery 96 
undated Newspaper clipping: "Harper's Ferry Tragedy - Execution of Captain 
Brown" 
96 
undated Three coats of arms 98 
 
 
